
Borough of Haddonfield 
242 Kings Highway East 
Haddonfield, NJ 08033 

 
COMMISSIONER MEETING MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 28, 2022 

 
The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. via ZOOM.  The announcement of Public 
Meetings was ready by Mayor Bianco Bezich.  After the Pledge of Allegiance and 
moment of silence, roll call was taken.  In attendance were Mayor Bianco Bezich and 
Commissioner Roche, Commissioner Troy, along with the Borough Administrator, Borough 
Solicitor and Borough Clerk. 
 
Commissioner Roche made a motion to waive the reading of the following meetings and 
approve them as submitted.  Commissioner Troy seconded the motion which was 
approved unanimously. 
 
 Commissioner Meetings: November 29, 2021 
     December 27, 2021 
 Work Session Meetings: August 16, 2021  November 22, 2021 
     September 13, 2021  December 13, 2021 
     October 12, 2021  January 10, 2022 
 
Mayor Bianco Bezich then announced the presentation of the departmental monthly 
reports – Police, Fire, Construction, Finance, Public Works and Engineering.  Specifically 
noted during these reports were following additional notes: 
 

- Police Report:  The Police Chief noted that there are a number of community 
policing events being scheduled for this spring.  There were no major crimes 
reported in January, although the drunk driving arrests were up for a total of 5 
cases.  The PD is moving forward with instituting a new parking system, which is 
expected to go live later this week.  Mayor Bianco Bezich noted that the PD has 
received rave reviews from the Business Improvement District regarding Special 
Law Enforcement Office Kirk Earney, who has been patrolling the downtown since 
being hired in October 2021. 

- Fire Report:  The Fire Chief reviewed the various calls and activity for January – 43 
fire calls, 124 ambulance calls, and 6 drills scheduled for the month.  He also noted 
that a new member being appointed later in this meeting brings Emergency 
Management experience to the department. 

- Construction Office Report:  The Community Development Director noted that 
January is a slower time for this office and the Planning and Zoning Boards, but 
they will start getting busier in March. 

- Finance Office Report:  Commissioner Roche reviewed the revenues received for 
the month.  Also specifically referenced was a new shared services agreement 
with Maple Shade for Construction Office services and the income being received 
by the Borough for that.  He finished by noting that the temporary budget is 
currently in place, and the monthly reports will improve once the budget is 
adopted. 



- Engineer’s Report:  The Engineer reviewed the status of the various ongoing 
projects – the 2021 Road Program will be closed out shortly, the drainage 
improvements project will be delayed on Heritage Road as PSE&G has requested 
time to work on the gas main there, Bancroft building demolition will start once 
PSE&G has disconnected all service to those buildings.  Lastly the Borough is 
reviewing the bids received for the Homestead Avenue drainage project.  
Commissioner Troy pointed out that the historic buildings on the Bancroft site are 
all marked off so that they will not be demolished. 

- Public Works Report:  The Superintendent reviewed the weekly activities for the 
department.  Of note is that the energy saver program, which the Borough has 
joined for all borough buildings, has started in the Borough Hall.  The DPW staff is 
working on potholes now, as well as replacing missing street signs.  Commissioner 
Troy reviewed the TREE program (tree rapid execution event) 

 
 
Next, Commissioner Roche made a motion to open the meeting for public comments on 
the agenda items.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Troy and approved 
unanimously.   
 
John Kawczynski, E Summit Avenue, noted the recent settlement of the fire truck injury 
lawsuit for $7.5 million and asked what policies have been instituted as a result.  The 
Borough Solicitor commented on the settlement, which was done through mediation, 
and the amount is within the borough’s policy limits.  The Joint Insurance Fund (JIF) still has 
to approve the settle through their Executive Committee.  Because the plaintiff’s attorney 
petitioned for higher fees through the courts, which does not affect the Borough, but did 
lead to a public document being put out showing the amount of the settlement prior to 
its final approval.  Mayor Bianco Bezich then noted that there were changes made within 
the months immediately following the incident – 1) when apparatus would be driven to 
the borough garage or other repair facility there must be a minimum of two people in 
the cab (driver and right front seat); 2) on-board computers regarding calls have been 
moved to not be in view of the driver; and 3) the driver recertification program has been 
a continued requirement. 
 
Eileen Stilwell, Potter Street, asked for clarification on the Fair Share Housing Fund refund 
checks (Resolution 030).  Mayor Bianco Bezich replied that these are refunds of 
overpayments made to this fund by residents/developers regarding fee calculated 
based on renovations, etc.  The Borough Administrator further clarified that when the 
permit is submitted in the Construction Office this cost is estimated and after completion 
of the work the Assessor  conducts an added assessment evaluation. 
 
Jack Van Dalen, Kings Highway East, commented on the Open Public Meeting Act 
(OPMA) requirements regarding the accessibility of meeting minutes, including closed 
session minutes.  He then talked about the sufficiency of public notice by the Borough, 
as well  as the resolution required to go into closed session.  He then stated that he 
believed the Borough was in violation of OPMA.  The Borough Solicitor responded by 
commenting on the comprehensive email Mr. Van Dalen had submitted, for which he 
needed to do additional research before he could comment.  He will look into the issue 
more and report back to the Commissioners and Mr. Van Dalen.   



 
As there were no further questions asked Mayor Bianco Bezich made a motion to close 
the public comment period for agenda items, which was seconded by Commissioner 
Troy.  The motion was approved unanimously. 
 
Mayor Bianco Bezich then introduced the Women’s History Proclamation for the month 
of March.  She acknowledged the diverse group of women within the Borough who are 
deserving of this honor because of their service to the community and their families. 
 
Next, Mayor Bianco Bezich announced the proclamation naming March 20-26, 2022 as 
National Poison Prevention Week and commented on the importance of being vigilant 
on what items are accessible in our homes. 
 
Ordinance 2022-01 was then introduced, which amends Code Chapter 232, Section 39 
regarding Loading Zones by Mayor Bianco Bezich.  The Police Chief explained that this 
amendment is to eliminate a loading zone established at a residence allowing for a 
school bus to stop there to pick up a handicapped individual, who has since moved 
away.  The Mayor advised that the second reading and Public Hearing would be held at 
the March 28, 2022 regularly scheduled public meeting.  Commissioner Roche made a 
motion to approved the ordinance on first reading, which was seconded by 
Commissioner Troy.  The motion was approved unanimously. 
 
Mayor Bianco Bezich made a motion to Table Ordinance 2022-02,  which amends various 
Code Chapters relating to Sunday Sales.  Commissioner Troy seconded the motion, which 
was then approved unanimously. 
 
The following resolutions were approved by a Consent Agenda: 
 
029. Authorization to Pay Vouchers 
030. Authorization to Issue Checks – Fair Share Housing Estimate Refund  
031. Authorization to Approve General Event Permit Applications - Various 
032. Authorization for Haddonfield Farmer’s Market in Kings Court  
033. Authorization to Approve Appointment – Auxiliary Police 
035. Authorization to Approve Appointment – Fire Department Active Member 
036. Authorization to Allow Deputy Mayor to Solemnize Marriages 
037. Authorization to Release Performance Bond – Haddonfield Library Enclosure 

Improvements 
 
Commissioner Roche made a motion to approve these Consent Agenda Resolutions, 
which was seconded by Commissioner Troy.  The motion was approved unanimously. 
 
The following resolutions were then approved separately: 
 
RESOLUTION TITLE MOTION TO APPROVE SECOND 
2022-02-28-038 Authorization to 

Approve Change 
Order No. 1 FINAL – 

Commissioner Troy Commissioner Roche 
VOTE:  Commissioner Troy – Yes 
            Commissioner Roche – Yes 



Stormwater Outfall 
Improvements 

            Mayor Bianco Bezich – Yes  

RESOLUTION TITLE MOTION TO APPROVE SECOND 
2022-02-28-039 Authorization to 

Advertise for Sealed 
Bids – Tree & Stump 
Removal Services 

Commissioner Troy Commissioner Roche 
VOTE:  Commissioner Troy – Yes 
            Commissioner Roche – Yes 
            Mayor Bianco Bezich – Yes  

 

RESOLUTION TITLE MOTION TO APPROVE SECOND 
2022-02-28-040 Authorization to 

Advertise for Sealed 
Bids – Tree Stalk & 
Stump Removal 

Commissioner Troy Commissioner Roche 
VOTE:  Commissioner Troy – Yes 
            Commissioner Roche – Yes 
            Mayor Bianco Bezich – Yes  

 

RESOLUTION TITLE MOTION TO APPROVE SECOND 
2022-02-28-041 Authorization to 

Advertise for Sealed 
Bids – Stump Removal 
Services 

Commissioner Roche Commissioner Troy 
VOTE:  Commissioner Troy – Yes 
            Commissioner Roche – Yes 
            Mayor Bianco Bezich – Yes  

 

RESOLUTION TITLE MOTION TO APPROVE SECOND 
2022-02-28-042 Authorization to 

Support a Sustainable 
Jersey Grant 
Application 

Commissioner Roche Commissioner Troy 
VOTE:  Commissioner Troy – Yes 
            Commissioner Roche – Yes 
            Mayor Bianco Bezich – Yes  

 

RESOLUTION TITLE MOTION TO APPROVE SECOND 
2022-02-28-043 Authorization to 

Support a Sustainable 
Jersey local Health 
Assessment & Action 
Plan Technical 
Assistance Grant 
Application 

Commissioner Roche Commissioner Troy 
VOTE:  Commissioner Troy – Yes 
            Commissioner Roche – Yes 
            Mayor Bianco Bezich – Yes  

 

RESOLUTION TITLE MOTION TO APPROVE SECOND 
2022-02-28-044 Authorization to Submit 

Application to the New 
Jersey Clean Energy 
Program for the 
Community Energy 
Planning Grant 
Program 

Commissioner Roche Commissioner Troy 
VOTE:  Commissioner Troy – Yes 
            Commissioner Roche – Yes 
            Mayor Bianco Bezich – Yes  

 

RESOLUTION TITLE MOTION TO APPROVE SECOND 
2022-02-28-045 Authorization to Apply 

for Program Year 2022 
Community 
Development Block 

Commissioner Roche Commissioner Troy 
VOTE:  Commissioner Troy – Yes 
            Commissioner Roche – Yes 
            Mayor Bianco Bezich – Yes  



Grant (CDBG) – 
Purchase and 
Rehabilitation of 
Affordable Housing 
Scattered Sites 

 
 
Commissioner Roche then made a motion to open the meeting for Public Comment on 
items not on the agenda.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Troy and 
approved unanimously. 
 
Ms. Stilwell noted that the Engineer’s Report talked about plans for behind the Borough 
Hall parking lot and asked if the conceptual layouts referenced there required any 
changes to the Snowden Avenue Affordable Housing plans?  The Borough Administrator 
explained that this was just a concept plan for the green space area, which is a 
replacement of the current parking and the area lost by the affordable housing plan 
there.  Ms. Stilwell asked if the number of spaces reference in the concept plan were for 
the affordable housing units as well as others.  The Administrator stated that parking for 
the residents of the Snowden Avenue plan would have parking around those buildings 
and this parking plan was for the spaces lost when that project is constructed. 
 
The Commissioners then answered various questions from the reporters present. 
 
As no further questions were asked from the residents Commissioner Troy made a motion 
to close the Public Comment period and go into closed session to discuss Bancroft 
Development Negotiations, Proposed Redevelopment Plan for One Centennial Square, 
attorney-client privilege – land acquisitions, and litigation – Puff vs. Haddonfield Zoning 
Board of Adjustment at 8:30 p.m., which was seconded by Commissioner Roche and 
approved unanimously. 
 
The Commissioners returned from closed session at 10:25 p.m. where the motion had 
included adjourning the meeting. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Deanna Bennett, RMC 
Borough Clerk 


